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A Study of Development of a Model for Community Infectious Waste
Management in Health Region 4 (Case Study of Saraburi Province)

Abstract

A study of development of a model for community infectious waste management
in health region 4 (a case study of Saraburi province) was a participation action research.
This study employed mixed methods study including quantitative and qualitative research.
A synthesis of literature review regarding managing infectious waste in the community
was performed in order to create suitable waste management within the community.
Saraburi province was chosen for a study area. The total of 145 persons who were
responsible for infectious waste management in the community including health personnel
(recruited from Community Hospital, District Public Health Office, Health Promoting
Hospital), community leaders, public health volunteers, and caregivers were recruited to
the study. Descriptive statistics including percentage, mean, standard deviation was used
to analyze general information such as knowledge, attitude, and practice regarding
infectious waste management. Content analysis was used to analyze and summarize
qualitative information. The results showed that majority of participants who are
responsible for infectious waste management were female (70%), age in between 50-50
years old (40%). Participants obtained high school education (30%) and work as public
health volunteer (56.30%). Over half of them received infectious waste management
training (65.70%); their level of knowledge was at good (81.5%); level of attitude was at
fair (95%); and level of practice was at fair (81.5%). The model used to manage infectious
waste in the community was improved and classified into 4 steps: 1. Focus group
discussion to obtain insight information and lesson learned from the management, 2.
Action planning and problem solving by working together, 3: Implementation plan, and
4. Evaluation and follow up of a possibility and an appropriateness of the model. Overall,
the average score of each step was at high level. It was found that an infectious waste
management process that uses community participation in accordance with the
community context would enhance a suitable management of infectious waste within a
community.

Key messages Development of a Model, Community Infectious Waste Management, Health
Region 4
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